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I’ve been thinking about this word “pandemic” a lot for a week or so. 
As most of you know, I like etymology, the study of the history of words and how they have changed over the centuries. So, I went to my handy dandy online etymology dictionary and checked it out.
Pandemic definition: from the Greek “pandemos” meaning “all people.” (“Pan” = all ; “demos” people”)
We get our word democracy from demos, a government of the people.
Remember the story of Pandora? She was the first mortal woman created by the god Hephaestus.   Her name means “all-gifted” or “bringer of all gifts.” ” (“All” and “doron” meaning “gift.”) 
I won’t go into a retelling of the story of Pandora right now because it’s fodder for a future sermon in itself!
We’ve all heard this word “pandemic” every day for the past five or 6 months, maybe more. We’d all heard it before but now it’s a word we use and hear multiple times a day. We can’t avoid it. And now it seems that with every passing day, it just rolls off the tongue so easily that we sometimes lose the urgency behind it, the reality of what’s happening all around us. It usually takes a news report with the daily death toll figures or the news that a friend or a loved one has been taken ill with or died from a case of Coronavirus to wake us up again. 
As I’ve watched the news and listened to the experts like Dr. Fauci, or as I’ve read the many articles that appear online or in the newspaper, I’ve learned that there’s more to a pandemic than just a virus called Corona. There’s more to it than just the highly infectious rate at which it spreads and the lives that it takes. 
Because a pandemic such as the one we’re experiencing now has multiple layers that are all interrelated. And one can’t really fully understand and deal with this pandemic as a nation or a world or as a society until we begin to recognize and peel back those layers and examine them to see the full nature of this global crisis.
I’ve heard a few interviews recently with the Rev. William Barber II, an American minister, justice activist, President of the Repairers of the Breach a social justice organization and leader of the Poor People’s Campaign.
 And I’ve been struck by a few things that he’s said in those interviews. In one, he said: Pandemics live in the fissures and wounds of society.”  And in another he said something similar: “Pandemics spread and exploit the fissures of society. And the United States has many, many wounds, open wounds from our structural racism, and the criminalization of poverty, and the refusal to address poverty. And those realities make us and made us even more susceptible to the spread of this pandemic.”

Maybe you’ve seen some of those dystopian movies about pandemics and what happens to desperate people during times of such societal distress.  But you don’t have to watch a movie to know what happens anymore. We see it all around us. When people suddenly lose control of their daily lives, when their finances are suddenly blown apart, when they can’t afford food for their families, when things they have taken for granted for years like going to restaurants or the movies or school, or going to work, or visiting their family and friends, when those things happen people become frightened, then desperate, and frequently, violent.

And we’ve seen a rise in that violence over the past months since this all began. 

Some believe that the virus was begun in a laboratory in China and either accidentally or deliberately released on the world. In fact, Donald Trump and his cronies in Congress continue to try to push that unsubstantiated narrative as if it’s true. So we’ve seen a spike in hate crimes, many of them violent, against Asian-Americans and Asians living in the U.S. 
But this shouldn’t surprise us. In the past three and one-half years, violence against non-white people, and against people of other faiths has risen sharply because of a different virus that has always simmered just below the surface of American society, a virus that, sadly, Mr. Trump has not only unleashed, but encouraged by his words and his inaction. But this virus of hatred and bigotry is not only affecting America. Indeed, it’s a global pandemic, as dangerous, as deadly, and as infectious as the Coronavirus. We see the effects of it happening in every nation on every continent. Because hatred and bigotry and violence have no vaccine. They have been with the human race since time immemorial. 
 Later in that interview, speaking about the recent rise in the protests around the nation by people who are demanding an end to the shelter in place laws in their states, protests increasingly attended by people carrying weapons including semi-automatic guns and other kinds of guns, Rev. Barber had this to say about those people: “People out with no masks on, with guns and flags in protest. Now, one thing we know about this virus is you can’t shoot it. There’s not a missile you can fire that’ll blow it up. If that was the case, our military could have dealt with it. What we need is not guns. We need grace towards each other. We don’t need the flags waving, we need free testing and free health care.”
I said that there is no vaccine for hatred, bigotry, and violence. But there is a treatment and that treatment is a combination of love and justice. Justice doesn’t take a break during a pandemic like the one we’re going through because hatred and bigotry and violence obviously don’t. To not seek justice at times like this is like not taking someone to the hospital when they’re sick. The same is true of love.

Remember I said that some people, including Donald Trump, believe that this virus and was created in a laboratory and deliberately released on the world causing the pandemic?

We’ll, I’d like to  suggest that what we need is a pandemic of economic and social justice, a pandemic of love, a pandemic of human rights for all people, a pandemic of peace and true democracy in which every person has an equal voice. And that begins first in the laboratory of our own hearts and homes and neighborhoods. And then it’s released deliberately, and spreads to all parts of the nation and the world.
Unlike the Coronavirus or the pandemic of hatred, bigotry, and violence, that’s a pandemic that fosters life and love. It’s a pandemic we can all live with. 

 




