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PRELUDE - Light the Menorah - Dr. Richard Seaman
WELCOME / LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT -
CALL TO MINDFULNESS 
CHALICE LIGHTING - Remembering Our Unity - Katie Romano Griffin
READING - Bold and Courageous Together - Erika Hewitt
Reader 1:
The word courage comes from the Latin cor, which means heart. According to poet Mark Nepo, the original use of the word courage meant to stand by one’s core: a “striking concept that reinforces the belief found in almost all traditions that living from the Center is what enables us to face whatever life has to offer.”
Reader 2:
To “encourage” means to hearten; to impart strength and confidence. This is our work, as a religious community: to encourage one another; to be bold in engaging the world around us, as well as what scares us internally; to give one another the confidence and heart to live as fully as possible.
Congregation:
With full hearts,
we affirm our relationships with one another;
we recognize our agency and our connective power;
and we accept our responsibility to be bold and courageous.
We light this chalice, a symbol of all that we are, all that we have done together,
and all that we will be as our shared ministry encourages those within, and beyond, our walls.
HYMN-  # 347 Gather The Spirit - Michael Tray
JOYS & CONCERNS
MEDITATION 
INTERLUDE - Oh Christmas Tree - Glee
SERMON -  Rites, Rituals & Traditions: Why Do They Matter?
OFFERING PLATE - https://uucpalisades.org/product/make-a-donation-to-uucp/
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Co-Presidents Arlene Holpp Scalia and Deborah Singer Pires
CLOSING WORDS / EXTINGUISH CHALICE Hymnal # 683  by Theodore Parker
POSTLUDE - The Christmas Song - Nat King Cole
 
 
LYRICS

Light the Menorah
Where there's like there's hope 
Where there's Hope there's light.
From deep within the darkness it echoes through the night 
I hope that springs eternal, a flame ever so bright
The joy that is Hanukkah tonight

So will light the Menorah and sing a song for peace
And pray that all the fighting in the world will finally seize
Yes will light the Menorah one week and one night more,
To purify the oil in our core

It's a time to watch
 its a time to hear the voice of your Neshama
As it whispers in your ear
Go out and make a difference its time to take a stand HaShem
is there to guide us if we follow His command.

Freedom is a rare and precious dream
 flowing in and out like the waters of a stream
But if we don't embrace it, others may erase it
And so we stand together and band our sleeves as one

So will light the Menorah and sing a song for peace
And pray that all the fighting in the world will finally seize
Yes will light the Menorah one week and one night more,
To purify and sanctify the oil in our core

Yes will light the Menorah one week and one night more,
As proof the Jewish people will endure.




#347 Gather the Spirit
1 Gather the spirit, harvest the power. Our separate fires will kindle one flame. Witness the mystery of this hour. Our trials in this light appear all the same.
(Chorus) Gather in peace, gather in thanks. Gather in sympathy now and then. Gather in hope, compassion and strength. Gather to celebrate once again.

2 Gather the spirit of heart and mind. Seeds for the sowing are laid in store. Nurtured in love, and conscience refined, with body and spirit united once more. 
(Chorus) Gather in peace, gather in thanks. Gather in sympathy now and then. Gather in hope, compassion and strength. Gather to celebrate once again.

3 Gather the spirit growing in all, drawn by the moon and fed by the sun. Winter to spring, and summer to fall, the chorus of life resounding as one.
(Chorus) Gather in peace, gather in thanks. Gather in sympathy now and then. Gather in hope, compassion and strength. Gather to celebrate once again.

O Christmas Tree
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Thy leaves are so unchanging
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Thy leaves are so unchanging
Not only green when summer's here
But also when it's cold and drear
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Thy leaves are so unchanging

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Such pleasure do you bring me
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Such pleasure do you bring me
Oh, every year this Christmas tree
Brings to us such joy and glee

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Such pleasure do you bring me
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
Oh evergreen unchanging
A symbol of goodwill and love
You'll ever be unchanging
Each shining light each silver bell
No other light spreads cheer so well
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
You'll ever be unchanging
Yeah, ooh

The Christmas Song
 
Chestnuts roasting on an open fire
Jack Frost nipping at your nose
Yuletide carols being sung by a choir
And folks dressed up like Eskimos

Everybody knows a turkey
 and some mistletoe
Help to make the season bright
Tiny tots with their eyes all aglow
Will find it hard to sleep tonight

They know that Santa's on his way
He's loaded lots of toys and goodies on his sleigh
And every mother's child is gonna spy
To see if reindeer really know how to fly

[Chorus]
And so I'm offering this simple phrase
To kids from one to 92
Although it's been said many times, many ways
Merry Christmas to you

[Chorus]
And so I'm offering this simple phrase
To kids from one to 92
Although it's been said many times, many ways
Merry Christmas to you

		 of 
