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Order Of Service 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Palisades 
“Ubuntu – I am because you are.”
Sunday, August 17th, 2025
Rev. Pippa Jones

WELCOME – Deborah Pires and Rev. Pippa
PRELUDE – Baba Yetu by the Stellenbosch University Choir
LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT - Rev. Pippa 
CALL TO MINDFULNESS - Rev. Pippa
CHALICE LIGHTING - Rev. Pippa & Deborah Pires
HYMN #346 – Come, Sing a Song with Me 
JOYS & CONCERNS - Rev. Pippa
INTERLUDE – What is ubuntu? (Nelson Mandela)
READING from The Black Lion – Alive in the Wilderness - Deborah Pires
SERMON “Ubuntu – I am because you are” - Rev. Pippa
RITUAL Flower Bowl - Rev. Pippa
OFFERING PLATE – Rev. Pippa
CLOSING WORDS - Rev. Pippa 
POSTLUDE -  I’ll Always Remember Us This Way (Stellenbosch University Choir)
CHALICE EXTINGUISHING – Rev Pippa
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Deborah Pires



BEFORE THE PRELUDE
The Lord’s Prayer in Aramaic (translated by Neil Douglas-Klotz PhD)

O Birther! Father-Mother of the Cosmos, 
you create all that moves in light.
Focus your light within us — make it useful: 
as the rays of a beacon show the way.
Unite our “I can” to yours, 
so that we walk as kings and queens with every creature.
Create in me a divine cooperation 
— from many selves, one voice, one action.
Grant what we need each day in bread and insight.
Forgive our hidden past, the secret shames, 
as we consistently forgive what others hide.
Deceived neither by the outer nor the inner 
— free us to walk your path with joy.
From you is born all ruling will, 
the power and life to do, 
the song that beautifies all 
from age to age it renews. 
Amen.

HYMN #346
Come, Sing a Song with Me
1 
Come, sing a song with me, 
come, sing a song with me, 
come, sing a song with me, 
that I might know your mind.

(Chorus) 
And I'll bring you hope when hope is hard to find, 
and I'll bring a song of love and a rose in the wintertime.

2 
Come, dream a dream with me, 
come, dream a dream with me, 
come, dream a dream with me, 
that I might know your mind. (Chorus)

3 
Come, walk in rain with me, 
come, walk in rain with me, 
come, walk in rain with me, 
that I might know your mind. (Chorus)

4 
Come, share a rose with me, 
come, share a rose with me, 
come, share a rose with me, 
that I might know your mind. (Chorus)

READING
excerpt from Black Lion – Alive in the Wilderness by Sicelo Mbatha

… When darkness came, we'd gather after dinner around the dancing fire and embrace the elders’ storytelling. These stories reinforced the lessons of ubuntu, the philosophical foundation of African community life…which may be translated as ‘I am because we are’. Through ubuntu, communities build strong bonds that enable them to overcome hardships. Burdens and joys are shared; raising children is communal - we knew we could go into any homestead in the village to get food if we were hungry. Ubuntu helped our community to survive poverty through practices such as ukusikele (giving land for plowing) and ukusisela (giving livestock). This acknowledgement of our dependency on, and responsibility towards, one another can only be understood in practice.

The stories carried messages of ubuntu: of the need to help one another, to work in harmony and to respect our elders. But they also stressed the need to respect nature and other life forms. We would drift in and out of sleep, the voices of the elders weaving through our dreams, carrying us deep into the essence of understanding, floating with us across the mighty rivers of our inner landscapes.

POSTLUDE LYRICS
I’ll Always Remember Us This Way by Lady Gaga

[Verse 1]
That Arizona sky
Burnin' in your eyes
You look at me and, babe, I wanna catch on fire
It's buried in my soul
Like California gold
You found the light in me that I couldn't find

[Chorus]
So when I'm all choked up and I can't find the words
Every time we say goodbye, baby, it hurts
When the sun goes down
And the band won't play
I'll always remember us this way

[Verse 2]
Lovers in the night
Poets tryna write
We don't know how to rhyme, but damn, we try
But all I really know
You're where I wanna go
The part of me that's you will never die

[Chorus]
So when I'm all choked up and I can't find the words
Every time we say goodbye, baby, it hurts
When the sun goes down
And the band won't play
I'll always remember us this way

I don’t wanna be just a memory 

[Chorus]
So when I'm all choked up and I can't find the words
Every time we say goodbye, baby, it hurts
When the sun goes down
And the band won't play
I'll always remember us this way
When you look at me and the whole world fades
I'll always remember us this way



