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Order Of Service 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Palisades 
“Diwali – A Festival for Our Inner Light”
Sunday, October 26, 2025
Rev. Pippa Jones

PRELUDE – Bright Lights by HAEVN
WELCOME – Rev. Pippa
LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT - Rev. Pippa 
CALL TO MINDFULNESS - Rev. Pippa
CHALICE LIGHTING – Arlene Scala & Rev. Pippa
HYMN #134 – Our World Is One World 
MEDITATION & PRAYER FOR OUR WORLD – Pippa
JOYS & CONCERNS – Arlene Scala & Rev. Pippa
INTERLUDE – Something Inside So Strong 
SERMON – “Diwali – A Festival for Our Inner Light” - Rev. Pippa
OFFERING PLATE – Arlene Scala
CLOSING WORDS - Rev. Pippa 
POSTLUDE -  Be A Light by Thomas Rhett; cover by Maddie Wilson et al
CHALICE EXTINGUISHING – Rev Pippa & Arlene Scala
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Arlene Scala




PRELUDE
Bright Lights by Haevn

Your words are high and running through a tired mind
A howling wind surrounds you
I'm trying to illuminate a clouded heart
I'm gonna find the strength to stay

Feel we gonna break out
At the last step now
Feel we gonna break out
I really wanna see your face, and I see

Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me home
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me home

Your hands are high and floating through a darkened sky
So many eyes around you
The distant sounds as neon sparks light up my heart
I wanna find a brighter day

Feel we gonna break out
I really wanna see your face, and I see

Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me home
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me home

You shut your heart and shut my door
You shut your heart
When I said, "hold me, " when I said, "hold me, " when I see

Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me home
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me
Bright, bright lights, bright lights to guide me home
Bright lights to guide me
Bright lights to guide me
Bright lights to guide me
Bright lights to guide me home



HYMN #134 – Our World Is One World

1 Our world is one world, 
what touches one affects us all: 
the seas that wash us round about, 
the clouds that cover us, the rains that fall.

2 Our world is one world,
the thoughts we think affect us all: 
the way we build our attitudes, 
with love or hate, we make a bridge or wall.

3 Our world is one world, 
its ways of wealth affect us all: 
the way we spend, the way we share, 
who are the rich or poor, who stand or fall?

4 Our world is one world, 
just like a ship that bears us all: 
where fear and greed make many holes, 
but where our hearts can hear a different call.


INTERLUDE
Something Inside So Strong by The Spirituals

The higher you build your barriers, 
the taller I become, 
The further you take my rights away, 
the faster I will run. 
You can deny me, 
you can decide to turn your face away.

Something inside so strong, 
I know that I can make it, 
though you're doing me wrong, so wrong 
You thought that my pride was gone, oh no, 
Something inside so strong, oh oh oh, 
Something inside so strong 

The more you refuse to hear my voice 
The louder I will sing (I will sing I will sing louder) 
You hide behind walls of Jericho (wey oh) 
Your lies will come tumbling 
Deny my place in time, 
you squander wealth that's mine 
My light will shine, so brightly it will blind you 

Something inside so strong (something inside), 
I know that I can make it, 
though you're doing me wrong, so wrong 
You thought that my pride was gone, oh no, 
Something inside so strong, oh oh oh, 
Something inside so strong 

[RAP] They say what doesn't kill you makes you stronger, 
A warrior, more than a survivor, you can thrive, 
Transformed by adversity you face, 
Every challenge thrown your way, 
stand strong, you can overcome. 
They try to beat us down 
but we rise above the struggle 
Never giving up under pressure we don't struggle 
Instead we discover gold inside, 
as we realise, no matter what, 
you'll never dull our shine.

Deny my place in time, 
you squander wealth that's mine 
My light will shine, so brightly it will blind you 
Something inside so strong (I know that I), 
I know that I can make it (Though you're doing me wrong) 
Though you're doing me wrong, so wrong 
You thought that my pride was gone, oh no, 
Something inside so strong, oh oh oh, 
Something inside so strong 
Something inside so strong, oh oh oh, 
Something inside so strong 
Something inside so strong, oh oh oh, 
Something inside so strong Oh, Oh, Oh


POSTLUDE

Be a Light by Thomas Rhett, covered by Maddie Wilson et al

In a time full of war, be peace
In a time full of doubt, just believe
‘Cos there ain't that much difference between you and me
In a time full of war, be peace

In a world full of hate, be light
When you do somebody wrong, make it right
Don't hide in the dark, you were born to shine
In a world full of hate, be light

La-la-la, la, la, la, la

In a place that needs change, make a difference
In a time full of noise, just listen
'Cos life is but a breeze, better live it
In a place that needs a change, make a difference

In a world full of hate, be light
When you do somebody wrong, make it right
Oh, don't hide in the dark, you were born to shine
In a world full of hate, be light

La-la-la, la, la, la, la
La-la-la, la, la, la, la
La-la-la, la, la, la, la
La-la-la, la, la, la, la
 
In a race that you’re in, don’t slow down
Yeah, you only get one go around
Cross the finish line and hear the trumpet sound
In a race that you’re in, don’t slow down

In a world full of hate, be light (be light)
When you do somebody wrong, make it right
Don't hide in the dark, you were born to shine
In a world full of hate, be light

Yeah, it's hard to live in color, 
when you just see black and white
In a world full of hate, be light


