		
ORDER OF SERVICE

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Palisades 
“When Awareness Becomes Holy”
Sunday, January 18th 2026
Rev. Sonia Ketchian  

 
PRELUDE - I Am Light - India Arie
WELCOME / LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
CALL TO MINDFULNESS 
CHALICE LIGHTING 
READING - Thresholds by Arlen Goff
HYMN  #347 Gather The Spirit
JOYS & CONCERNS
MEDITATION - Rev. Sonia
INTERLUDE -  # 155 Circle Round for Freedom
SERMON “When Awareness Becomes Holy”
OFFERING PLATE - https://uucpalisades.org/product/make-a-donation-to-uucp/
POSTLUDE - #149  Lift Every Voice
CLOSING WORDS  
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Deborah Singer Pires
Go in Peace ❤️

LYRICS

I AM LIGHT

I am light, I am light
I am light, I am light
I am light, I am light
I am light, I am light
I am not the things my family did
I am not the voices in my head
I am not the pieces of the brokenness inside
I am light
I am light
I am light, I am light
I am light, I am light
I am light, I am light
I'm not the mistakes that I have made
Or any of the things that caused me pain
I am not the pieces of the dream I left behind
I am light
I am light
I am light
I, I am light
I am light, I am light
Ay-yeah
I am light, I am light
I am not the colour of my eyes
I am not the skin on the outside
I am not my age
I am not my race, my soul inside is all light
All light
All light, yeah
All light
I am light, I am light
I am light, I am light, yeah
I am devinity defined
I am the god on the inside
I am a star
A piece of it all
I am light


HYMN # 347 Gather The Spirit 

Gather the spirit, harvest the power.  
Our separate fires will kindle one flame. 
Witness the mystery of this hour.  
Our trials in this light appear all the same. 

Gather in peace, gather in thanks.  
Gather in sympathy now and then.  
Gather in hope, compassion and strength. 
Gather to celebrate once again. 

Gather the spirit of heart and mind.  
Seeds for the sowing are laid in store.  
Nurtured in love, and conscience refined,  
with body and spirit united once more.  
Gather in peace, gather in thanks.  
Gather in sympathy now and then.  
Gather in hope, compassion and strength. 
Gather to celebrate once again. 

Gather the spirit growing in all,  
drawn by the moon and fed by the sun.  
Winter to spring, and summer to fall,  
the chorus of life resounding as one.  
Gather in peace, gather in thanks.  
Gather in sympathy now and then.  
Gather in hope, compassion and strength. 
Gather to celebrate once again. 

HYMN #155 Circle Round For Freedom

Circle round for Freedom 
Circle round for peace 
for all of us in prison
Circle for release

Circle for the planet 
Circle for each soul 
for the children of our children 
keep the circle whole

Circle round for Freedom 
Circle round for peace 
for all of us in prison
Circle for release

Circle for the planet 
Circle for each soul 
for the children of our children keep the circle whole 

Circle round for Freedom 
Circle round for peace 
for all of us in prison
Circle for release 

Circle for the planet 
Circle for each soul 
for the children of our children 
keep the circle whole

HYMN #149 Lift Every Voice And Sing

Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.

