
Order Of Service
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Palisades 
 “I am a prisoner of Hope” Desmond Tutu
Sunday, January 25, 2026		Rev. Pippa Jones
_______ 
PRELUDE – TU+TU (video tribute from the Truth to Power Exhibition”)

WELCOME – Rev Pippa

CALL TO MINDFULNESS (inspired by “The Silent Minute”)  – Rev Pippa

CHALICE LIGHTING (and dedication) – Rev Pippa

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT – Rev Pippa

HYMN # 100  I’ve Got Peace Like a River  (lyrics in the video)
	 		
READING (excerpt by Doug Abrams, biographer) – Rev Pippa

INTERLUDE – Apartheid, Perpetrators, Forgiveness with Bill Moyers

SERMON “I am a prisoner of Hope” the inspiration of Desmond Tutu– Rev Pippa

CLOSING RITUAL – Rev Pippa

POSTLUDE – Suffering is an Opportunity from Mission: JOY

[bookmark: _Toc119148908]CHALICE EXTINGUISHING – Rev Pippa

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Arlene Holpp Scala

OFFERING PLATE –  https://uucpalisades.org/product/make-a-donation-to-uucp/


PRELUDE TU+TU 
from the “Truth to Power” Exhibition 
(Tutu Legacy Foundation, Cape Town)


The tidal wave of change is made up of a million ripples.

Hey! He’s done that. Maybe I can. And it builds up and it builds up and it builds up.

You can change the world!

We must not pause now. We must not let them down.

We want the vote now! We want democracy now!

A leader is a leader because (s)he is a servant.

If we want change, it is our duty to fight injustice.

Ubuntu = a person is a person through other persons. The essence of being human.

The battle is not over.

Whoever is the perpetrator, as long as I have breath in my body, I will speak up against injustice.

Narrow the gap between the haves and the have nots.

I cannot worship a homophobic god.

Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could love each other freely?
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could accept each other no matter creed or language? 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could respect Nature, given to us as a gift?

Climate change is for real.

For the younger generations, leading the way: do what you can, where you can.

Women are excluded, just because they are women.

We break each other down; we should build each other up.

We are killing each other; we should protect each other.

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.

The tidal wave of change is made up of a million ripples.
READING

“Tutu, as he himself has often said, was simply responding to the needs of his suffering flock while the real leaders of the struggle were in jail or in exile. Less well known is what a reluctant prophet he was. Tutu called his fatal flaw his “need to be loved”. As a result, he was conflict averse, which is why God had to drag him practically kicking and screaming into one of the most brutal and dehumanized conflicts of the 20th century, during which time he was vilified, harassed and declared Public Enemy number one of the apartheid government. Only his international stature kept him safe from the bludgeoning violence of that time, and then only just barely. Again and again, he was called to stop the country from falling into chaos and revolution, while at the same time becoming an ambassador for a free South Africa, endlessly travelling to convince the world to isolate and sanction the apartheid regime… Tutu never aspired to sainthood, to some exalted station outside of the anguish and rapture of being human. By contrast he is perhaps the most human human I have ever met: the most extraordinary example of what it is possible for each of us if we are willing to answer the call of our times and turn to one another with the laughter-filled, tear-stained eyes of the heart.”
―Doug Abrams (authorised biographer)
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